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Industrial Designs
Graphical User Interfaces

 Specifically allowed for “Computer-Generated Icons”
• 2D surface ornamentation

 Does not have to exist on “something outside itself”
• In re Hruby – spray pattern of water fountain eligible for design patent

 But must be embodied in/on/as an “article of manufacture”
• Article can be disclaimed (shown in broken lines)
• Title should also mention “article” (e.g. “screen”, “display panel”, “monitor”)

 Application can include animated icons that change appearance during viewing

 Current issues:
 Holograms?
 Fog displays?



Apple Patent Accused Product

US D604,305 Samsung Galaxy S i9000
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Apple Patent Accused Product

US D604,305 Samsung Galaxy S5
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Apple Patent  Accused Product

US D627,790 Samsung Galaxy S5
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Industrial Designs
Functionality

 Must be “ornamental”

 Ornamental ≠ entirely nonfunctional
• Ornamentation must be in/on/as an “article of manufacture”, which can be functional

 Design cannot be solely or primarily functional
• Several designs could achieve the function of the article? Design in question more likely ornamental



Industrial Designs
Functionality

 Automotive Body Parts Association v. Ford, Fed. Cir., July 23, 2019

 “Aesthetic functionality” = invalid? - No.
• Ford introduced evidence that other headlamp designs will function
• Matching factory headlamp ornamentation is a “matter of concern”

 Exhaustion for design patented spare parts? - No.
• Original part exhausted? Yes

 Permissible repair? – No. 
• Design patent on ornamental headlamp design, not entire truck



Industrial Designs
Broken Lines

 Used primarily for unclaimed subject matter:
• Environment showing article of manufacture
• Boundary of claimed design

 But can also show stitching and fold lines

 New matter considerations 
• If making explicit a natural boundary, not new matter

 Title should match article of manufacture

 State purpose of broken lines in specification
• “The broken lines shown herein are for illustrative purposes only and form no part of the claimed design.”

• “The dash-dot-dash broken lines in the drawings define bounds of the claim and form no part thereof.”
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Questions?


